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Publication Summary 

About this Release 
This release includes uptake rates for girls in S2 offered HPV immunisation during school 
year 2010/11.  Following a consultation with users of these statistics during June/July 2011, 
the frequency of the publication of routine HPV immunisation uptake rates has changed 
from bi-annual to annual.   
 

Key Points 
• By mid-August 2011 uptake rates for girls in S2 in school year 2010/11 were 91.8% for 

the first dose, 90.2% for the second dose and 81.0% for the third dose.  Data from the 
first three years of the HPV immunisation programme show that a number of girls in S2 
complete their immunisation course after the end of the school year in which they were 
first offered the vaccine.  Therefore uptake rates are expected to increase slightly, for 
the third dose in particular as some girls will have started their course of HPV 
vaccinations later in the school year and therefore will not be due their third dose until 
school year 2011/12.  Updated uptake rates for these girls will be published in 
September 2012. 

Background 
The Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine is designed to protect against the two types of 
HPV that cause around 70% of cases of cervical cancer. Girls need three doses over a 
period of six months to give them the best protection.  The HPV vaccine does not protect 
against all cervical cancers, so regular cervical screening is still important.   
 
The HPV Immunisation Programme in Scotland started on 1 September 2008.  The 
programme aims to protect girls by routinely immunising them at around 12-13 years of 
age, in second year of secondary school, through a school-based programme.  
 
A catch-up campaign for older girls ran over a three-year period from September 2008 and 
applied to girls who were aged 13 to under 18 on 1 September 2008. Publication of a report 
summarising uptake rates for the catch-up programme is planned for Spring 2012. 
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Contact 
Judith Tait 
Principal Information Analyst 
Judith.Tait@nhs.net 
0131 275 6833 
 
Ruth Gordon 
Senior Information Analyst 
r.gordon@nhs.net 
0131 275 6335 

Further Information 
Further information can be found in the Full Publication Report or on the ISD website 
 
 

About ISD 
Scotland has some of the best health service data in the world combining high quality, consistency, national 
coverage and the ability to link data to allow patient based analysis and follow up. 
Information Services Division (ISD) is a business operating unit of NHS National Services Scotland - and has been in 
existence for over 40 years. We are an essential support service to NHSScotland and the Scottish Government 
Health Department and others, responsive to the needs of NHSScotland as the delivery of health and social care 
evolves. 

Official Statistics 
Information Services Division (ISD) is the principal and authoritative source of statistics on health and care services 
in Scotland. ISD is designated by legislation as a producer of ‘Official Statistics’. Our official statistics publications are 
produced to a high professional standard and comply with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. The Code of 
Practice is produced and monitored by the UK Statistics Authority which is independent of Government. Under the 
Code of Practice, the format, content and timing of statistics publications are the responsibility of professional staff 
working within ISD.  
Further information on ISD’s statistics, including compliance with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics, and on 
the UK Statistics Authority, is available on the ISD website www.isdscotland.org/About-ISD/About-Our-Statistics/ 
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