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About this Release 
This is the first report from the Scottish Trauma Audit Group (STAG) since it returned to 
auditing the management of trauma patients in January 2011. The report presents 
information for 5,045 patients who were admitted to hospital for at least three days or who 
died as a result of trauma in 2011. Demographic data are presented along with information 
about type and severity of trauma, the patient journey through the healthcare system and 
outcome. Comparisons with data collected during the previous STAG trauma audit (1992 - 
2002) are also presented. 

Key Points 
 
• 28% of patients sustained minor trauma, 57% moderate and 15% major. The vast 

majority (95%) sustained blunt rather than penetrating trauma. The overall pattern of 
severity and type of trauma has not changed since the last audit period. 

 
• The likelihood of the involvement of alcohol rises in line with the severity of trauma 

sustained. Alcohol was associated with 37% of major trauma cases. 
 
• There has been a reduction in the percentage of patients initially triaged to the 

resuscitation room since the last audit period; this trend requires further investigation. 
 
• Comparison with the previous audit period confirms greater Consultant involvement in 

all trauma cases and at all levels of severity. 
 
• 37% of patients who sustained major trauma were transferred from the initial receiving 

STAG hospital to another STAG hospital or to a specialist Regional Centre for care. 
 
• There has been an improvement in overall survival since the last audit period. This 

improvement was particularly marked amongst patients who sustained major trauma 
(83% in 2011 vs. 75% between 1992 and 2002). The trend observed in the previous 
audit, that showed an increasing rate of unexpected survivors amongst Scottish trauma 
patients, continued in 2011. 
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Background 
The Scottish Trauma Audit Group (STAG) audited emergency management of trauma 
patients in Scotland between 1992 and 2002. Following recent recommendations from the 
National Audit Office regarding trauma services in England and Wales, it was agreed that 
STAG should return to auditing the care of trauma patients in order to assess the relevance 
of these recommendations to Scotland.  
 
The aim of the Scottish Trauma Audit Group is to improve the management of seriously 
injured patients through measurement, comparison and feedback. Data are collected by 
dedicated Local Audit Coordinators based at 20 hospitals throughout mainland Scotland. 
One of the cornerstones of the audit is the rapid and clinically useful feedback that Local 
Audit Coordinators are able to provide to their Emergency Departments. 
 
Healthcare has changed since the previous audit period. The new audit is set in the context 
of NHS Scotland’s Quality Strategy and an agenda of quality improvement across the 
‘whole system’, supported by the work of the Scottish Patient Safety Programme. These 
frameworks are underpinned by the pillars of measurability and robust governance. The 
STAG Trauma Audit has a central role to play through the provision and use of information 
that is owned and trusted by the clinical teams involved. 
 
Further information is available on the STAG website (www.stag.scot.nhs.uk). 
 

Contact 
Dr Crawford McGuffie 
Chairman, STAG 
crawford.mcguffie@aaaht.scot.nhs.uk 
 
Ms Margaret Winters 
National Clinical Coordinator (acting) 
mwinters@nhs.net 
0141 282 2047 
 
Ms Fiona Lees 
Senior Information Analyst 
fiona.lees@nhs.net 
0141 282 2172 

Further Information 
Further information can be found in the Full Publication Report, on the STAG website, or on 
the ISD website. 
 

About ISD 
Scotland has some of the best health service data in the world combining high quality, consistency, national 
coverage and the ability to link data to allow patient based analysis and follow up. 
Information Services Division (ISD) is a business operating unit of NHS National Services Scotland - and has been in 
existence for over 40 years. We are an essential support service to NHSScotland and the Scottish Government 
Health Department and others, responsive to the needs of NHSScotland as the delivery of health and social care 
evolves. www.isdscotland.org/ 
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